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delighted in his perky bellicosity and the fierce
challenge of his large moustache; and while they
depicted him in a variety of uncomplimentary,
diminutive, and mostly animal disguises, he was
known to the public by assorted nicknames, of
which * Yahoo Churchill* was the least favourable
and * Little Randy" the most affectionate. He was
in wide demand as a platform speaker, and listeners
enjoyed his rich invective. The phrase-making some-
times recalled Disraeli; but there was something in
his passages of sustained derision which came directly
from his lifelong passion for the Dwlhte and Fall. In
Lord Rosebery's diagnosis, ** Randolph's humour
may be fairly defined as burlesque conception, set off
by an artificial pomp of style; a sort of bombastic
irony, such as we occasionally taste with relish in an
after-dinner speech. Sometimes it is what one could
imagine that Gibbon might have uttered had he gone
on the stump . . .** One day that manner would be
richly echoed by his son. For it is not easy to say
which of them was speaking, when an orator pro-
claimed :

" The path of Britain is upon the ocean, her ways

lie upon the deep, and you should avoid as your great*
est danger any reliance on transcontinental communi-
cation, where, at any time, you may have to encounter
gigantic military hosts/*

That was Lord Randolph Churchill, in Ws Edinburgh
trilogy of 1883 (which he sent, carefully prepared*
to the London press before delivery and then had
sleepless nights in case they printed his orations la
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